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Joseph Henry presented her paper at the 
1856 AAAS Meeting

“Although the experiments were 
interesting and valuable, there 
were [many] [difficulties] 
encompassing [any] attempt to 
interpret their significance”

-Joseph Henry, 1856
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Historical 
Context

America’s Identity Crisis
Industrialism, westward expansion, and slavery forced 
many to reckon with social disparities. 

New American Scientific Establishment
In the US, there was a greater emphasis on applied 
sciences and the large scientific bodies that centralized 
and advocated for science were relatively new.

Physics Flourishing in Europe
There were advancements across the board in 
electromagnetism, thermodynamics, and classical 
mechanics.



John Tyndall 
Received Credit
Three years after Foote published her work, 
in 1859, Irish physicist John Tyndall 
performed an experiment to measure 
various gases’ reaction to infrared radiation. 

He came to the same conclusion as Foote: 
carbon dioxide and water vapor absorb 
significantly more heat than other gases. 

Portrait of John Tyndall



John Tyndall Should Have Known About 
Foote’s Work…

Shown above in Jahresbericht, 1856.



John Tyndall Should Have Known About 
Foote’s Work…

As a member of Philosophical 
Magazine’s editorial board, he was 
scouring other publications to select 
works to republish. Elisha Foote’s, 
paper which was printed directly before 
Eunice Foote’s in the American Journal 
of Science and Arts, was chosen. It was 
unlikely that he would have read one 
without seeing the other.
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On Foote’s Rediscovery
“Eunice Foote’s Pioneering Research 
on CO2 and Climate Warming”

Raymond P. Sorenson, 2011

Raymond Sorenson



On What’s Happening Now

Twitter is connecting 
scientists, historians, 
relatives, and everyone 
else.



Eunice Foote Inventor

1864 Patent 1860 Patent



Eunice Foote Suffragette



He kept up to date on current 
literature and cited other 
physicists in his own work

John Tyndall Should Have Known…

Heat Considered as a Mode of Motion, 1865
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