
HERE BE DRAGONS
The Intersection of Science and Policy in the Transparency Revolution
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Science -> Political Crises
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Pcmn5Xd7vr9cv2j9c7cfXB3qhUh8YtdC/preview
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The proposed solution:

Transparency

- Vary area to area
- General consensus on the concept, 
but interpreted differently

Simple solution to 
complex problems

Bipartisan: seen as 
“pan-ideological good”

Taken as technical, 
rather than political

Feeds the Western 
culture that favors 

confession and 
disclosure over secrecy 

as a general modus 
operandi

Nulls the role of 
scandals, gossip, and 
conspiracy theories
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“The goal to initiate transparency is not a sudden conversion, 
but one created by the specific conditions of competition for 

political power”
Tom Blanton (Freedom-of-Information campaigner)

Neo-liberal, state-society relationship

- Moral rightness of openness
- Follows rational choice theory

“Because it’s the right thing to do.”

Radical Opportunist

- Use transparency as a weapon to 
be used against neo-liberal ideas 
to reverse assumptions of who is 
being open to whom

“Look at what we found that they have 
been hiding from you!”
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Transparency requires explicating one’s own 
assumptions, providing critical tools to unravel 

complex claims, and engaging critically.
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Solution: Bring back an independent group of impartial 
researchers and policy specialists like the Office of 

Technology Assessment
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Solution: Provide context with transparency and hold your 
leaders accountable.
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SPS National Office
AIP Leadership

Chelsea McDonald
Senator Tammy Duckworth

Jennifer and Bethany
Dr. John Mather
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Questions?


